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CEQA EXEMPTION / NEPA CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION 
DETERMINATION FORM (rev. 05/2020) 

Project Information 
DIST-CO-RTE: Imperial County Transportation Commission PM/PM: N/A 
EA:N/A Federal-Aid Project Number: CML-6471(014) 
The Imperial County Transportation Commission proposes to construct the Calexico 
Intermodal Transportation Center in the City of Calexico. Proposed activities include 
installation of wet and dry utilities, drainage control, landscaping and irrigation, 
pedestrian access areas, lighting, curb and gutter, ADA-compliant services, sidewalk 
and curb ramp improvements, crosswalks, pedestrian shelters, benches, and other 
amenities.  
 

Caltrans CEQA Determination 

☒ Not Applicable – Caltrans is not the CEQA Lead Agency 
☐ Not Applicable – Caltrans has prepared an IS or EIR under CEQA 

Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, the project is: 
☐ Exempt by Statute. (PRC 21080[b]; 14 CCR 15260 et seq.) 
☐ Categorically Exempt. Class (PRC 21084; 14 CCR 15300 et seq.) 

☐ No exceptions apply that would bar the use of a categorical exemption (PRC 
21084 and 14 CCR 15300.2).  See the SER Chapter 34 for exceptions. 

☐ Covered by the Common Sense Exemption. This project does not fall within an 
exempt class, but it can be seen with certainty that there is no possibility that the 
activity may have a significant effect on the environment (14 CCR 15061[b][3].) 

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief 

N/A  N/A  N/A 
Print Name  Signature  Date 

Project Manager 

N/A  N/A  N/A 
Print Name  Signature  Date 

  

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-guidance-for-compliance/ch-34-exemptions-to-ceqa#except
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Caltrans NEPA Determination 
Caltrans has determined that this project has no significant impacts on the environment 
as defined by NEPA, and that there are no unusual circumstances as described in 23 
CFR 771.117(b). See SER Chapter 30 for unusual circumstances.  As such, the project 
is categorically excluded from the requirements to prepare an EA or EIS under NEPA 
and is included under the following: 

☒ 23 USC 326: Caltrans has been assigned, and hereby certifies that it has carried out 
the responsibility to make this determination pursuant to 23 USC 326 and the 
Memorandum of Understanding dated April 18, 2019, executed between FHWA and 
Caltrans. Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under: 

☐ 23 CFR 771.117(c): activity (c)() 
☒ 23 CFR 771.117(d): activity (d)(10)  
☐ Activity listed in Appendix A of the MOU between FHWA and Caltrans 

☐ 23 USC 327: Based on an examination of this proposal and supporting information, 
Caltrans has determined that the project is a Categorical Exclusion under 23 USC 327.  
The environmental review, consultation, and any other actions required by applicable 
Federal environmental laws for this project are being, or have been, carried out by 
Caltrans pursuant to 23 USC 327 and the Memorandum of Understanding dated 
December 23, 2016 and executed by FHWA and Caltrans. 

Senior Environmental Planner or Environmental Branch Chief 

Kevin Hovey               
Print Name  Signature  Date 

Project Manager/ DLA Engineer 

Bryan Ott               
Print Name  Signature  Date 

 

Date of Environmental Commitment Record or equivalent: 6/28/2021 

Briefly list environmental commitments on continuation sheet if needed (i.e., not 
necessary if included on an attached ECR). Reference additional information, as 
appropriate (e.g., additional studies and design conditions).  

6/28/2021

https://dot.ca.gov/programs/environmental-analysis/standard-environmental-reference-ser/volume-1-guidance-for-compliance/ch-30-categorical-exclusions#exception
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Continuation sheet: 
No environmental commitments are required for this project. 



 
 
 

 

April 4, 2022 
 
Mr. David Aguirre 
Interim Executive Director 
Imperial County Transportation Commission 
1503 N. Imperial Avenue, Suite 104 
El Centro, CA 92243 
 

Re: Request for FTA Adoption of Categorical 
Exclusion for Calexico Intermodal Transit 
Center 

  
Dear Mr. Aguirre: 
 
The Federal Transit Administration (FTA) has completed its review of the environmental 
documentation prepared for the Calexico Intermodal Transit Center (Project).  Under the 
assignment of duties pursuant to 23 USC § 326 and the Memorandum of Understanding 
between the Federal Highway Administration and the California Department of 
Transportation (Caltrans) Concerning the State Of California’s Participation in the Surface 
Transportation Project Delivery Program Pursuant to 23 U.S.C. 327, dated April 18, 2019, 
Caltrans found that this Project has no significant impacts on the environment as defined by 
the National Environmental Policy Act and that there are no unusual circumstances as 
described in 23 CFR § 771.117(b).  The FTA concurs with and adopts the determination by 
Caltrans, issued on June 28, 2021, that this project qualifies as a categorical exclusion (CE) 
under 23 CFR § 771.117(d)(10):  
 

(10) Construction of bus transfer facilities (an open area consisting of passenger shelters, 
boarding areas, kiosks and related street improvements when located in a commercial area or 
other high activity center in which there is adequate street capacity for projected bus traffic.”  
 

Under 23 CFR §771.118(e), the Cross-Agency Use of Modal Categorical Exclusions allows 
for any action qualifying as a CE under § 771.116 or § 771.117 may be approved by the 
FTA when the applicable requirements of those sections have been met.  Furthermore,               
40 CFR §1506.3 states that an agency may adopt a Federal draft or final environmental 
impact statement, environmental assessment, or portion thereof, or categorical exclusion 
determination provided that the statement, assessment, portion thereof, or determination 
meets the standards for an adequate statement, assessment, or determination.  Per              
40 CFR §1506.3(d), an agency may adopt another agency’s determination that a categorical 
exclusion applies to a proposed action if the action covered by the original categorical 
exclusion determination and the adopting agency’s proposed action are substantially the 
same.  
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The action covered by the Caltrans CE and the proposed project are substantially the same. 
The historic properties studies for this Project were carried out in a manner consistent with 
Caltrans’ regulatory responsibilities under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation 
Act (36 CFR Part 800) and the January 2014 First Amended Programmatic Agreement 
among the Federal Highway Administration, the Advisory Council on Historic 
Preservation, the California State Historic Preservation Officer, and the California 
Department of Transportation Regarding Compliance with Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act (Section 106 PA).  The studies also complied with Public 
Resources Code 5024 and the January 2015 Memorandum of Understanding Between the 
California Department of Transportation and the California State Historic Preservation 
Office Regarding Compliance with Public Resources Code Section 5024 and Governor’s 
Executive Order W-26-92 (5024 MOU), as applicable.  In May 2021, Caltrans, pursuant to 
the Section 106 PA Stipulation IX.A and as applicable 5024 MOU Stipulation IX.A.2, has 
determined a Finding of No Historic Properties Affected is appropriate for the undertaking 
because there are no historic properties within the APE.  After review, FTA has also 
determined that no historic properties are affected under 36 CFR § 800.11(d)). 
 
The Project is located in an urban area with no sensitive biological resources, critical 
habitat, navigable waters or waters of the U.S., scenic resources, or historic properties. This 
FTA review, which is based on past experience with similar projects, finds that the project: 
does not induce significant environmental impacts to planned growth or land use for the 
area; does not require the relocation of significant numbers of people; does not have a 
significant impact on natural, cultural, recreational, historical or other resource; does not  
involve significant air, noise, or water quality impacts; is exempt from Clean Air Act 
transportation conformity requirements under 40 CFR § 93.126; does not have significant 
impacts on travel patterns; does not result in any use of historic or other resources within 
the meaning of the Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act, 49 USC § 303; 
and does not otherwise, either individually or cumulatively, have any significant 
environmental impact. 
 
If you have any questions about this review, please contact Rusty Whisman, Transportation 
Program Specialist, at 213-202-3956, or via email at rusty.whisman@dot.gov. 
      
     Sincerely, 
 
 
 
 
     Ray Tellis 
     Regional Administrator 
      

BERNARDO O 
BUSTAMANTE

Digitally signed by BERNARDO O 
BUSTAMANTE 
Date: 2022.04.04 16:48:11 -07'00'
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